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F o r g e t  t h e  B i n o c u l a r s .  I n  H a r d b a l l ,  y o u  w o n ’t b e  c a u g h t  s q u in t i n g  a t  i n a n im a te ,  s t ic k l ik e  fignr< s o r  d e c ip h e r in g  c o n f u s in g  s o u n d  e f f e c ts .  Y o u r  w id e - a n g le ,  c a m e r a - l i k e  c e n t e r f i e ld  v ie w  to  h o m e  p la t e  h a s  y o u  p e e r in g  r i g h t  

b e h in d  th e  s h o u ld e r  o f  t h e  p i t c h e r  a s  h e  s e r v e s  u p  h is  n e x t  o f f e r in g  to  t h e  w a i t i n g  t r i o  o f  b a t te r ,  c a t d  u r  ;inc u m p ir e .  A ll so  l ife lik e , t h a t  a s  t h e  p i t c h e r  to e s  t h e  r u b b e r ,  a r c h e s  h is  b a c k  a n d  b e g in s  h is  w in d u p ,  y o u ’ll s u b c o n s c io u s ly  

d r o p  a n y  n o t io n  t h a t  th i s  is ju s t  a  g a m e . R e m e m b e r  t h e  H o t d o g s .  D o n ’t  w o r r y  a b o u t  w h e r e  y o n  i 1.1y. B e cau se  t r o m  th e  c r a c k  o f  t h e  b a t  to  t h e  p la y in g  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  A n th e m  to  t h e  o r g a n i s t  b e l t in g  o u t  a n o th e r  “ C H A R R R G E  

o r  t h e  r o a r  o f  t h e  c r o w d ,  H a r d B a l l  m a k e s  s u r e  y o u  fe e l r ig h t  a t  t h e  b a l lp a r k .  A ll y o u ’ll m is s  a r c  t h e  h o ld .  s. ) |o  M h I n n i n g  B u r n o u t .  A n d ,  a s  y o u ’ll s o o n  f in d  o u t  w i th  a ll  t h e  p la y in g  a n d  m a n a g in g  y o u  h a v e  to  d o ,  i t ’s  a  g o o d  th in g  

y o u  h a v e  fu l l  c o m m a n d  o f  t h e  f ie ld ,  b e c a u s e  y o u ’r e  g o in g  to  n e e d  i t .  T h e  s p e c ia l  m a n a g e r ’s  s c r e e n  w ill g i f e  y o u  a ll t h e  o p t io n s  a n y  b ig - le a g u e  m a n a g e r  h a s ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  f i e ld in g  th e  k in d  o f  t e a m  y o u  w a n t .  T h e r e  a r e  tw o , 

tw e n ty - f iv e - p la y c r  t e a m s  fo r  y o u  a n d  y o u r  o p p o n e n t  t o  c h o o s e  f r o m .S o m e  o f  t h e m  w ill  r u n  t h e  b a s e  p a t l r .  v\ i ld jp o m c  h a v e  a  b a t t i n g  o r d e r  w i th  n o  a p p a r e n t  w e a k n e s s ,  w h ile  o th e r s  h a v e  a  p i t c h in g  s ta f f  s t a c k e d  w i th  a c e s . W h e n  p lo t t i n g  

s t r a te g y  d u r i n g  th e  g a m e ,  y o u ’re  a lw a y s  a w a r e  o f  w h a t  a n y  g iv e n  p la y e r  o n  e i t h e r  te a m  m ig h t  o r  m ig h t  1101 d o  in  a  g iv e n  s i tu a t i o n  s im p ly  b y  c o n s u l t in g  h is  p r o f i le  a n d  s ta ts .  T h i s  is  n o t  t h e  m in o r  le a g u e s  so  if  y o u  b lo w  i t  b y  b r in g in g  

in  y o u r  t o p  r e l i e v e r  t o o  s o o n  a n d  h e  b u r n s  o u t  b e f o r e  t h e  n in th  i n n in g ,  i t  c o u ld  c o s t  y o u  th e  g a m e ." )  ' , K jia l I h im : .  W h e n  a  f a s tb a l l  p i t c h e r  h a s  h is  g o o d  v e lo c i ty  in  H a r d B a l l ,  h e  t h r o w s  s m o k e  y o u  c a n  se e . S o m e  p i t c h e r s  t h r o w  

c h a n g c - u p s  t h a t  y o u ’ll s w e a r  h a v e  s t r i n g s  a t ta c h e d  to  t h e m .  W h e n  a  c u r v c b a l l  is w o r k in g ,  it lo o k s  lik e  il s ta i l in g  o ff  th e  e d g e  o f  a  ta b le .  I n  H a r d  B a ll, p i t c h e r s  h a v e  t h e i r  d o g  d a y s  to o . S o m e  a f te r n o o n s ,  w h e n  b a t t e r s  a r e  ju s t  p la in  o u tg u e s s in g  

th e m ,  t h e y  m ig h t  t h i n k  th e y  s h o u ld  b e  b a c k  in  t h e  m in o r s ,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  g o o d  t h e i r  s t u f f .  S u r e  n o u g h . w h e n  th e  p i t c h e r  lo s e s  h is  r h y t h m  th e  h i t t e r s  u s u a l ly  f in d  t h e i r s .  W h e n  t h a t  h a p p e n s ,  y o u ’ll g o  H a r d B a l l  c ra z y . 

P l a y  B a l l !  I n  H a r d B a l l ,  y o u  c a n  h i t  a n d  r u n ,  s te a l , b u n t ,  s a c r if ic e , s h if t  th e  o u t f ie ld e r s ,  a d ju s t  th e  in f ir  I d c r s ,d iv e  f o r  g r o u n d e r s  a n d  fly  b a lls , m a k e  d o u b le  p la y s , u s e  p in c h  h i t t e r s  a n d  r u n n e r s ,  s e le c t  le f t ie s  o r  r ig h t ie s  f o r  t h e  m o u n d ,  

is s u e  i n t e n t io n a l  w a lk s , t h r o w  o u t  r u n n e r s  t r y in g  to  s t r e tc h  s in g le s  in to  d o u b le s ,  m a k e  la s t  s e c o n d  d e c is io n s  o n  w h ic h  b a s e  to  t h r o w  to  o r  e v e n  d e c id e  if  y o u  w a n t  a  d e s ig n a t e d  h it te r .  S o  w h a t  a r e  y o u  w a i t in g  fo r?  P la y  H a r d B a l l !



H
ave you ever gone  

to ;i Ma jo r  I ,eague  

ballpark before  mos t of the  

Ians  show up, whe n the  ball 

players  arc taking ba tt ing 

practice? If  you walked 

down in front of the  box 

seats, r ight alongs ide  the  

warning track, you had 

to be dumbs tr uc k  by the  

imme ns ity  of the  entire  

playing fie ld: crisp, white  

lines  of chalk c utt ing  to foul 

poles  that reach to the  sky, 

a fre shly cut outfie ld of br il­

liant green that  seems to 

s tre tch forever and images  

of exciting things  to come  as 

great athle tes  prepare  for 

the ir  ve rs ion of mode rn- day 

colis e um warfare .Dirty Uniforms
T ha t ’s exactly what you get 

from Har dBa ll, baseball 

that’s so real and true- to- life, 

it ’s like  you can reach out  

and touch it. It ’s like  the  

Saturday afte rnoon “Ga m e  

of the  We e k” on ne twork 

te le vis ion—N O , it ’s be tte r 

because you don’t jus t sit 

there , you play Har dBa ll. In  

fact, Ha r dBa ll is so real and 

life like , if you wear a un i­

form while  you play it, you 

jus t migh t  get it dirty. It ’s

quite  s imply the  mos t spec­

tacular  sports  s imula tion 

c ompute r  game  of all time . 

Sec you in Coope rs town!

T he  batte r  hits  a sure s ingle. 

But , w ith his  te am be hind 

late in  the  game , s hould he 

try a nd s tre tch it into  a 

double ? You decide . At  this  

s tage, you’re e ithe r  a he ro 

or a goat.

It ’s bo ttom of the  9th and 

the  league’s mos t feared 

s lugger prepares  to tee off 

on the  next offe r ing from 

the  home  te am’s ace fire-  

baller. Will it be  high or low, 

a curve  or  a screwball?

T he  game  has  gone  into  

extra innings , all tied up. Do  

you pinch- hit  for  the  weak 

hit t ing  pitche r  or  leave h im  

in  because  he’s the  best 

you’ve got?

rn
T otal joys tick 

contro l for 

one  or  two 

players.
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